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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The rectangular public land surveys were carried out in Minnesota by a cadre of deputy 
surveyors under contract with the Surveyors General of Wisconsin and Iowa (1847-1857) and 
the Surveyors General of Minnesota (1857-1908). Only a small fraction of the contracts awarded 
to approximately 300 deputies in the 60 years during which the surveys were carried out are 
contained in the Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) collection in St. Paul. The first contract in 
the collections dates from 1881 and the last from 1907 but the collection does not include all the 
contracts awarded during that period.  
 
The manner in which the few contracts in the MHS collection have been stored enhances their 
value. Most are stored in folders accompanied by additional documents relating to the contract. 
Contracts are accompanied by the special instructions, under which the deputy was to carry out 
the work described in the contract, and the oaths, bonds, and affidavits that were to be made by 
the deputy to whom the contract was awarded. Even miscellaneous letters relevant to a particular 
contract are included. Some folders, those containing contracts for township subdivisions for 
example, contain sketches of the township exterior lines. This modest collection of contracts thus 
provides a rich source of information for the last twenty years of the public land surveys in 
Minnesota.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The public land surveying process that created the original property descriptions in Minnesota is 
documented in a variety of records important to MnDOT’s continuing efforts to acquire and 
manage land.  These records, many of which are quite fragile, are stored in three archives; the 
Minnesota History Center in St. Paul, the Iowa State Historical Society Library in Des Moines 
IA, and the National Archives in Washington DC. The Minnesota Historical Society has 
produced a guide to the land records in the Minnesota History Center (Kinney and Lucas 1985) 
but, for the most part, the records are poorly indexed and, as a result, are not very accessible. 
Many of the records in the Minnesota Historical Society’s guide are described in more detail by 
the various finding aids listed in the Historical Society’s Library Catalog and appropriately 
referenced in this report. 
  
This project catalogs and describes those contracts awarded to the deputy surveyors who carried 
out the public land surveys that are currently stored in the Minnesota History Center. It is part of 
a larger research effort aimed at providing an electronic image of all paper records produced 
during the surveying process in Minnesota. (Krafthefer, 2006) Several projects have already 
contributed to that goal. The township plats have been scanned and are now available in digital 
format. (MnGeo, 2011a, Squires, 2010 339) The special instructions given to each deputy by the 
surveyor general have been cataloged and digital images of those stored in the Iowa State 
Archives have been made and described. (Squires, 2008, 2009b) 

 

Finally, the Minnesota 
Geospatial Information Office has recently scanned and indexed the field notes made by the 
deputy surveyors in preparation for placing digital images of the notes online. (MnGeo, 2011b)  

In An Inventory of the Public Land Survey Records for Minnesota: The Special Instructions, I 
recommended, as a first step in acquiring images of all materials produced during the surveying 
process, that a list of the deputies who were employed in carrying out the surveys be compiled, 
along with dates of contracts and maps to show where the work specified in the contract was 
carried out. (Squires, 2008 79)  
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2 THE NATURE OF SURVEYING CONTRACTS 

All individuals who worked as deputy surveyors in Minnesota carried out their work under a 
contract or “special instructions.”1 From 1847, when the first survey lines were run west of the 
St. Croix River, in an area that would become Minnesota Territory two years later,  until 1857 
these contracts/“special instructions” were awarded by the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and 
Iowa who was responsible for the surveys in the Wisconsin and Iowa  surveying district 
established in 1838. From 1857 until 1908, when the surveys in Minnesota were completed, the 
contracts/”special instructions” were awarded by the Surveyor General of Minnesota, an office 
created in 1857. These records are important. For all practical purposes, a contract started the 
surveying process, binding the federal government and a private individual together for a 
particular period of time for a particular purpose. Both parties benefited from the contractual 
relationship. Minimally, the government received a portion of land that was covered by a 
rectangular grid, lines demarcated by blazed trees along which were posts or mounds at regular 
intervals, field notes that explained how the grid was constructed, and observations about the 
nature of the land surface, all information used to compile the township plats and descriptive 
sheets. Depending on the contract there could also be a variety of maps.  Deputies received 
money when they completed their contracts to the satisfaction of the Surveyor General and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, both of whom examined the plats and field notes. 
 
But significantly, from the standpoint of the larger goal of this, and earlier projects describing the 
land survey records, a contract provides the thread that ties together all surveying records.2 (Fig. 
1) Of the records shown in Figure 1, only the descriptive sheets do not contain any reference to 
the contract under which the records were made. 
 
Three copes of each contract were made. One copy was probably given to the deputy although 
there is no evidence that this was the case. One copy was filed in the Surveyor General’s office, 
which, depending on the date it was executed, was either the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and 
Iowa or the Surveyor General of Minnesota. One copy was sent to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office in Washington D.C. under the provisions of Section 1 of the act of May 30, 
1862, “An Act to reduce the Expenses of Survey and Sale of the Public Lands in the United 
States,” which stated that all future contracts had to be approved by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. (12 Stat. 409) In theory then, there should exist today at least two copies of 
all contracts awarded to deputies in Minnesota, one either in the Iowa State Historical Society 
collections in Des Moines or the MHS collections in St. Paul, and one in the National Archives 
in Washington D.C.   

Surprisingly, however, only a few contracts are stored in the MHS collections. The first contract 
is dated 1881 and the last dated 1907 and the collection does not include all the contracts 
awarded during the period 1881-1907. Appendix B contains tables that show what 
contracts/”special instructions” were issued by the Surveyors General of Minnesota during the 

                                                 
1 As used here, the term “special instructions,” refers to a document that contained both the 
information usually found  in contracts and the special instructions that often accompanied 
contracts.  These “special instructions” are described further below. 
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period 1881-1908 according to published official documents. Why so few, particularly those 
relating to the surveys carried out 1857-1881 when the surveys were managed by the Surveyor 
General of Minnesota, are to be found in the MHS collections is unknown.  Why so few from the 
period 1847-1857, when the surveys were managed by the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and 
Iowa, are to be found in the MHS collections is also unknown.  At least some of the contracts, or 
perhaps copies of the contracts, were forwarded to the first Surveyor General of Minnesota, 
Charles L. Emerson. On October 30, 1857 for example, Warner Lewis, Surveyor General of 
Wisconsin and Iowa, wrote to Emerson stating that he was sending several contracts “in 
compliance with the request contained in your letter of 1st

Only a small fraction of the contracts awarded to approximately 300 deputies in the 60 years 
during which the surveys were carried out in Minnesota are to be found in the MHS collection. 
With exceptions, the contracts/”special instructions” concern only those surveys carried out in 
the northern portion of the State. (Fig. 2) These contracts probably do not adequately represent 
the variety and richness of these particular surveying records. 

 inst.” 

 
 

 
 

 
The manner in which the contracts in the MHS collection have been stored enhances the value of 
these few records. Most are stored in folders along with additional documents relating to the 
contract. So, contracts are accompanied by the special instructions, under which the deputy was 
to carry out the work described in the contract, along with the oaths, bonds, and affidavits that 
were to be made by the deputy to whom the contract was awarded. Even miscellaneous letters 
relevant to a particular contract are included. Some folders, those containing contracts for 
township subdivisions for example, even contain sketches of the township exterior lines. Some 
folders contain only documents relating to particular “special instructions.”   
 

Figure 1. Relationships between contracts and other surveying records. 
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There is no information explaining why and when the contracts were archived in this manner. 
How documents are organized and cataloged is a function of the organization of the entity whose 
records are being preserved, in this case the Office of the Surveyor General of Minnesota. How 
these documents are stored is a function of the organization that is storing the material, in this 
case the Minnesota Historical Society. The MHS must archive materials according to access, use, 
and storage considerations - how much use the material will get, what space is available for 
storage, and what preservation concerns exist for the documents, for example. The MHS stores 
the public land survey records in boxes labeled with numbers that refer to where specific records 
are stored. In the case of the contracts described here the relevant storage boxes contain folders 
and/or bound volumes. Each folder,  some of which contain other folders, is labeled according to 
its contents. Importantly, and potentially confusingly, boxes may contain documents that relate 
to different parts of the organization creating the records. The box containing the Contract and 
Special Instructions described here, for example, also contains Accounting Records of the 
Surveyor General. 
 
Together, however, the collection of contracts and “special instructions” provide a rich source of 
information for the last twenty years of the public land surveys in Minnesota. 
 

 
 

 
Generally speaking, contracts were awarded to survey lands the Surveyor General regarded as 
the most desirable and hence those that would sell fairly quickly if exposed to public auction. As 
Surveyor General John F. Norrish wrote in his annual report dated July 27, 1889,  
 

The settlers on unsurveyed lands in the northern part of the State have continued 
during the past year to urge their requests for the survey of the townships in which 
they are located. Most of these townships are covered with timber or forests, a large 
proportion of which has no commercial value, but the land when cleared is reported to 
be valuable for agricultural purposes. I am satisfied from the best and most reliable 
information I can obtain that the survey of a large number of townships in northern 

Figure 2. Surveys completed after 1880.  
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Minnesota is needed for the benefit of actual settlers, and that such surveys would 
advance the settlement of the country and materially aid in the development of the 
resources of this State. (United States, Congress, House, 1889 350) 

 
Contracts were awarded for various surveying duties; to run correction lines, standard parallels, 
or guide meridians; to establish township exteriors; and to subdivide townships.  One contract 
was awarded, in fact,  to extend the 4th

 

 Principal Meridian north of Lake Superior. Several were 
awarded both to establish township exteriors and to subdivide the township. (United States, 
Congress, House, 1875)   Some were awarded to retrace or otherwise correct lines that had 
already been run, some specifically mentioned meanders, others do not. Some were awarded to 
subdivide American Indian reservations. 

Each contract contains the following information: 
 
• The name of the contracting surveyor, 
• The date the contract was issued, 
• The date the fieldwork was to be completed, 
• A description of the work to be done,  
• The rate of pay,  
• The estimated cost of the survey, and 
• The source of funds for the survey. 
 
Each contract consists of a single page, 28 ins. x 10 ins., folded into 2 and then folded again into 
four so that the summary details of the contract, its number, the contract date, the parties 
concerned, the estimated value of the contract, the source of the funds – usually Congressional 
appropriations – and the date approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, can be 
seen without the need to look at the entire handwritten document. (Fig. 3) Such details would be 
used to file the contracts. Before 1896 contracts comprised a single printed sheet of paper 
appropriately personalized to reflect the parties and the work involved. A Circular dated January 
28, 1882 regarding the appropriate form of these combined documents has not been found. 
 
After 1896, when some of the information is typed, the contracts also contain the printed  bond 
that each deputy had to post for the faithful performance of the work specified. The contracts and 
bonds were printed on four sides of a sheet of paper measuring 34 ins. x 11 ins., that was folded 
into two and then again into three with the summary details of the contract as shown in Figure 3. 
Physically, the contracts and bonds look the same as the contracts. (Fig. 4) 
 
“Special instructions” were issued to deputies to survey a particular tract of land at the request of 
an individual or to correct errors discovered in the work performed by a previous deputy.  There 
were various requirements for such surveys, see below in report, United States. Office of 
Surveyor General of Minnesota. Miscellaneous Records

 

. Location 111.E.9.10F. Petitions for 
Surveys. 

The individuals asking for the surveys were responsible for paying for the cost of the surveys, 
hence such surveys were generally called deposit surveys. Often, these “special instructions” 
gave legal effect to an agreement that had already been reached between individuals and a 
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particular deputy to survey particular tracts of land and merely needed the approval of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 3

 

 Virtually all islands were surveyed without the 
benefit of a formal contract; what the deputy was to do was spelled out in the “special 
instructions.” In a letter to Representative George C. Hazelton dated Feb. 3, 1882, the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, N. C. McFarland, explained the procedure,  

In the matter of the survey of small islands, there are instructions of a general 
character, which are as follows; In order to bring the question of the disposition of 
islands properly before this office, it will be necessary first to have the same surveyed, 
and to that end application for survey may be presented to me for consideration, 
describing particularly the location of the island or islands with reference to the 
adjoining public surveys; also stating the area and character of the same, and 
illustrating the position by a rough diagram.  

 
On receipt of the application referred to, if the island or islands are considered 
surveyable, steps will be taken to have the same surveyed, and when surveyed the 
lands will be disposed of under existing laws and regulations. (United States, National 
Archives 1796-1901) (Fig. 5)  

 
Most “special instructions” consist of several pages of text. Some are written on one side of 
paper that measures 28 ins. x 10 ins folded into four and some are typed on legal sized pages (14 
ins. x 8.5 ins.). Summary information is written on the reverse side of the back page, similar to 
the information written on the exteriors of the contracts. (Fig. 6) 
 
 

                                                 
3 After 1862 all contracts had to be approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Apparently, all “special instructions,” under which land was surveyed at the application of 
interested parties some of whom had already settled on the land, had to be approved. There are 
several “special instructions’ in the MHS collections that were “disapproved.” 
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Figure 3. Contract No.1 awarded June 20, 1881 to George F. Hamilton. (Image from the 
MHS collections). 4

 
  

                                                 
4  When the contracts were first numbered or how or why they were numbered is not known. 
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Figure 4. Contract No. 80 and bond awarded May 27, 1898 to Bernard Keegan. (Image 
from the MHS collections). 
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Figure 5. Application for survey. 
 

(Image from the MHS collections). 
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Figure 6. “Special instructions” to N.G. Highstrom. (Image from the MHS collections). 
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3 THE CONTRACTS AND “SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS” IN THE MINNESOTA 
HISTORY CENTER  

There are three collections in the Minnesota History Center relevant to an inventory of surveying 
contracts;  
 
• The contracts and ”special instructions” themselves,  
• The indexes to the contracts and “special instructions,”  
• Other records that either provide information about a particular contract or “special 

instructions” or that reference a contract or “special instructions.” 
 

3.1 The Contracts and “Special Instructions”  

The MHS collections are housed in boxes each labeled with numbers that refer to its storage 
location. Each box contains labeled folders or bound volumes. Each folder may contain other 
labeled folders. Importantly, for users of the records, boxes may contain records that may not be 
similarly cataloged.  
 
The bulk of the contracts/”special instructions” are housed in two collections. 
 
• Agency:   United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota 
• Series Title: Contracts for Surveys, 1857-1907. (MHS Finding Aid, 2011a) 
• Location:  111.E.10.1B.   
 
The documents are stored in ten folders containing the actual contract or “special instructions” 
along with miscellaneous documents relating to the contract or “special instructions.”  Each 
folder contains material for a different time period. The subject of these folders is shown in the 
following tables labeled Folders 1-10. A few of the contents of the folders are described in detail 
to represent the variety of information. Documents in the folders include; 
 
a. forms required by law to be completed before an individual could be awarded a surveying 

contract, for example, the oath of allegiance the prospective deputy had to sign and the bond 
he had to post,  

b. “special instructions,” even additional or supplemental “special instructions,” 
c. maps that would guide the deputy in his work including, for example, a copy of a portion of 

the relevant certified township plat or a diagram showing the township exteriors that had 
already been established,  

d. letters of various kinds, including those from the deputy to the Surveyor General requesting 
an extension of time needed to fulfill the contract, and  

e. forms required to be completed by the deputy and his assistants at the end of the contracted 
work. 
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Table 1. Folder No.1 1881-1885 
 

Source of Funds 
Contract 
No./Sp. Signed Deputy Work 

Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 1 June 30, 1881 
Geo. F. 

Hamilton C, E 5

Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 
 

2 June 30, 1881 Mahlon Black C, E 

Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 7 Oct. 1 1881 
Geo. F. 

Hamilton G 

Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 15 Feb. 3, 1882 
Geo. F. 

Hamilton S 
Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 24 June 22, 1882 George R. Stuntz E, S 
Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 25 Jan. 22, 1883 George R. Stuntz S 
Appropriations Act March 3,1883 36 6 Aug. 1, 1883  Charles E. Davis E, S 

Appropriations Act March 3, 1883 38 Oct. 3, 1883 
Geo. F. 

Hamilton E, S 

 
Sp. April 30, 1884 B. F. Chrislieb I 

 
Sp. June 11, 1884 C. B. Garrison I 

Special Deposit 40 June 30, 1884 Day Stacy  E, S 
Appropriations Act March 3,1883 41 June 16, 1884 Day Stacy E, S 

 
Sp. June 17, 1884 N. G. Highstrom I 

Appropriations Act July 7, 1884 43 Sept. 15, 1884 George A. Klein E 
Appropriations Act July 7, 1884 45 Feb. 25, 1885 Jacob A.Westby S 
 

                                                 
5 Abbreviations used in the following tables are as follows; 
 

Sp.  “Special Instructions” E Township Exterior Lines 
C  Correction Line S Township Subdivision Lines 
P Standard Parallel M Meanders 
G Guide Meridian I Island(s) 
 IP Independent Meridian 

 
6 Contract no. 36 awarded to Charles E. Davis on August 14, 1883, was a contract for both 
township exteriors and subdivisions, with an estimated value of $6,750. With the contract were 
the special instructions, dated August 14, 1883, from the Surveyor General, Martin Chandler; a 
letter from Davis dated December 13, 1883, when he was in Grand Marais about paying for his 
supplies, on the reverse of which was information from H. Mayhew who had supplied the goods 
to him, stating that he had no claim against Davis – presumably Davis had paid for his supplies – 
a letter that was recorded in the Cook County Recorder’s Office on January 11, 1884; a letter 
from Davis to Chandler, dated January 13, 1884, asking that the funds for his work be sent to the 
National German American Bank; and some penciled notes that seem to be distances. 
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Table 2. Folder No. 2 1886-1897 
 

Source of Funds 
Contract 
No./Sp. Signed Deputy Work 

Appropriations. Act March 3, 1885 49 June 12, 1886 William A. Kindred Disapproved 
Appropriations. Act March 3, 1885 50 June 12, 1886 George F. Hamilton Disapproved 

No information 51 Dec. 17, 1886 Robert K. Whiteley S 

 
Sp April 16, 1887 George A. Ralph S 

Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 70 Nov. 2, 1896 Bernard Keegan S 

Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 71 Nov. 5, 1896 
Thomas H. Croswell 
& LeRoy V. Smith S 

Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 72 7 Nov. 6, 1896   George A. Ralph S 
Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 73 Dec. 10, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell E, S 
Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 75 May 25, 1897 George A. Ralph E, S 
Appropriations Act June 10, 1896 76 June 15, 1897 Thomas H. Croswell E,S 
Appropriations Act June 4, 1897 77 July 20, 1897 Thomas H. Croswell S 
 

                                                 
7 Contract no. 72 and bond awarded to George A. Ralph, on November 6, 1896 was a contract 
not only to subdivide townships but to subdivide those portion of the townships that contained 
pine timber, a contract valued at $2,350; the special instructions also dated November 6; a sketch 
of the work to be done; a letter requesting an extension of time accompanied by a deposition 
from Ralph, dated March 15, 1896, that the weather had caused a delay in his work; and a letter 
from Martin Chandler to Charles H. Armstrong to correct some of Ralph’s work accompanied by 
Ralph’s oath and a sketch of the work. There is also a letter to Ralph with his name erased and 
other names added and a note from Ralph’s sureties that they would extend their guarantee to 
Armstrong.     
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Table 3. Folder No. 3 1898 
 

Source of Funds Contract 
No./Sp. 

Signed Deputy Work 

Appropriations Act June 4, 1897 80 May 27, 1898 Bernard Keegan S 
Appropriations, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, Act July 1, 1898 

 
83 

 
Aug. 18, 1898 

Charles L. Chase 
& Nulan Chase 

 
E, S 

 
No Information 

 
121 8

 
 Aug. 28, 1906  

Albert T. 
Armstrong 

 

Appropriations, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, Act July 1, 1898 

 
84 

 
Aug. 29, 1898 

 
Geo. A. Ralph 

 
S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1898 

 
85 

 
Aug. 29, 1898 

 
Geo. A. Ralph 

 
S 

Appropriation, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, Act July 1, 1898 

 
87 

 
Sept. 8, 1898 

 
Bernard Keegan 

 
S 

Appropriations, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, Act July 1, 1898 

 
89 

 
Nov. 23, 1898 

 
Bernard Keegan 

 
E, S 

 
Table 4. Folder No. 4 1898-1901 

 

Source of Funds 
Contract 
No./Sp   Signed Deputy  Work 

Appropriation, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, July 1, 1898 91 April 4, 1899 

Bernard 
Keegan S 

Appropriation, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, July 1, 1898 92 April 20, 1899 

Thomas H. 
Croswell S, M 

Appropriation, Surveying Chippewa 
Reservations, July 1, 1898 95 Oct. 13, 1899 

Thomas H. 
Croswell 

E, S, 
M 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1901 101 Sept. 27, 1900 

John E. 
Mulligan E, S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1901 103 Feb. 16, 1901 

Chas. H. 
Armstrong E, S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1901 104 May 19, 1901 

John E. 
Mulligan S 

 
Sp. June 4, 1901 

Thomas M. 
Hughes I 

 
Sp. July 28, 1901 

Thomas B. 
Vickery I 

 
Sp. Oct. 28, 1901 

Thomas B. 
Vickery I 

 
Sp. Nov. 13, 1901 Milton Fowble I 

 
Sp. Dec. 31, 1901 

Marcus D. 
Stoner I 

 
                                                 

8  Only contains Special Instructions, probably misfiled. 
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Table 5. Folder No. 5 1902 
 

Source of Funds 
Contract 
No./Sp.  Signed  Deputy  Work 

Appropriation, Surveying & 
Allotting Chippewa Reservations 105 

Jan. 18, 
1902 

Marcus D. Stoner 
& John E. 
Mulligan S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1902 106 

Feb. 26, 
1902 David Ogilvie S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1902 107 

March 1, 
1902 Louis A. Ogaard S 

Appropriations Act April 2, 1902 108 
April 9, 
1902 

Charles H. 
Armstrong E, S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1903 109 

Sept. 28, 
1902 

Charles T. 
Armstrong P, E, S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1903 110 

Nov. 10, 
1902 Louis A. Ogaard S 

 
 

Table 6. Folder No.6 1902 Special Instructions 
 

Source of Funds Contract 
No./Sp. 

Signed Deputy Work 

 Sp. Jan. 3, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
 Sp. Jan. 18, 1902 Charles S. Carter I 
 Sp. Jan. 20, 1902 A. A. Blom I 
 Sp. Jan. 20, 1902 George A. Burbank I 
 Sp. Jan. 21, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
 Sp. Feb. 18, 1902 George A. Burbank I 
 Sp. March 17, 1902 David Ogilvie I 
 Sp. April 24, 1902 M. A. O'Connor Resurvey 
 Sp. May 15, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
 Sp. May 16, 1902 Robert K. Whiteley I 
 Sp. May 16, 1902 John A. Brown I 
 Sp. May 22, 1902 R. W. Nichols I 
 Sp. May 22, 1902 R. W. Nichols I 
 Sp. July 8, 1902 Charles S. Carter I 
 Sp. July 10, 1902 George Watts I 
 Sp. July 10, 1902 K. W. Nichols I 
 Sp. Oct. 23, 1902 W. C. Smiley I 
 Sp. Feb. 3, 1903 Robert K. Whiteley 9 I  

                                                 
9 “Special Instructions” issued to Myron Shepard Dec. 1, 1902, cancelled and subsequently 
issued to Robert K. Whiteley 
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Table 7. Folder No. 7 1903 
 

 
Source of Funds 

Contract 
No./Sp. 

 
Signed 

 
Deputy 

 
Work 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1903 

 
111 

 
May 19, 1903 

 
Charles H. 
Armstrong 

 
E, S, M 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1903 

 
11210

 
 May 25, 1903 

Norris Y. Taylor & 
Charles A. Forbes 

 
S, M 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1904 

 
113 

 
Sept. 30, 1903 

 
John S. Potter 

 
E, S, M 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1904 

 
114 

 
Oct. 15, 1903 

 
Louis A. Ogaard 

 
S, M 

 
Table 8. Folder No. 8 1904 

 
Source of Funds Contract 

No./Sp 
Signed Deputy Work 

 Sp. July 1, 1904 Martin Watson I 
 Sp. July 11, 1904 John A. Brown I 
 Sp. Oct.19, 1904 F. O. Cooley I 
Appropriations to complete surveys 
of Chippewa Reservations, Act 
July, 1, 1898 

 
115 

 
May 27, 1904 

Charles H. 
Armstrong 

 
S, M 

Appropriations FY ending June 30, 
1904, Act March 3, 1903 

 
116 

 
May 31, 1904 

Marcus D. Stoner 
& John E Mulligan 

 
S, M 

Appropriations FY ending June 30, 
1904, Act March 3, 1903 

117  William M. Everts E, S, 
M 

No information 118 April 20, 
1905 

John M. English S 

 

                                                 
10 Contract awarded  May 25, 1903 to Norris Y. Taylor and Charles A Forbes for township 
exteriors and subdivisions approved June 22, 1903 valued at $1,200. The time for finishing the 
contract was extended. In the folder are the oaths of both Taylor and Forbes, letters describing 
the qualifications of both, letters from individuals inquiring when the townships described in the 
contract would be available for sale, special instructions dated May 25, 1903, and an affidavit 
from Forbes in which he transferred all his interest in the contract to Taylor. On October 20, 
1905 Taylor wrote saying that he could not complete the survey and asked for an extension until 
July 1, 1906. The reverse of the letter contains the following note “Extension of time on contract 
can not (sic) be granted as time on contract has expired but extension of time to make correction 
of error in survey is granted, see letter E November 10 1905 to Surveyor General.” The folder 
also contains a copy of a Circular from the Commissioner of the General Land Office dated 
March 5, 1880 prescribing the method in which individuals were to make deposits when 
applying for lands to be surveyed.    
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Table 9. Folder No. 9 1905 
 

Source of Funds 
Contract 
No./Sp.  Signed Deputy  Work 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1905 119 May 4, 1905 John H. Mullen S, M 
Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1905 120 June 15, 1905 

Charles H. 
Armstrong S, M 

 
Sp. Feb. 1, 1905 L. A. Ogaard I 

 
Sp. March 14, 1905 John Oss I 

 
Sp. May 9, 1905 Raymond Nichols I 

 
Sp. Sept. 27, 1905 J. J. Francisco I 

 
Sp. Nov. 10, 1905 R. W Nichols I 

 
Table 10. Folder No. 10 1906-1907 

 
 
Source of Funds 

Contract 
No./Sp. 

 
Signed 

 
Deputy 

 
Work 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1907 

 
121 

 
Aug. 28, 1906 

Albert T. 
Armstrong 

 
S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1907 

 
122 

 
Sept. 1, 1906 

 
Louis A. Ogaard 

 
S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1907 

 
123 Feb. 14, 1907 

John E. Mulligan 
& William Evers 

 
S 

Appropriations for FY ending June 
30, 1907 

 
124 

 
March 19, 1907 

Albert T. 
Armstrong 

 
S 

 Sp. Oct. 31, 1907 R. K. Whiteley I 
 Sp. Feb. 24, 1906 John A. Brown I 
 Sp. July 20, 1906 John H. Mullen I 
 
The second collection containing contracts is,  
 
• Agency:    United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Letters received and sent. 
• Location:   111.E.9.7B Box 8.   
 
Letters concerning the surveys of Indian Reservations, 1886-1900. One folder contains a variety 
of documents including survey notes, proposals to carry out surveying in the Red Lake 
Reservation, contract data, maps of the boundary line of the Reservation, and a set of letters, 
dated 1886-1887, in which S. H. Relph complains to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office about the Surveyor General awarding a contract to R. K. Whiteley to survey on the White 
Earth Reservation. In the folder is a statement of the contracts to survey in the Red Lake 
Reservation awarded under $50,000 assigned for that purpose in a letter from the Commissioner 
dated Aug. 27, 1890. There are no actual contracts in the collection itself. (Table 11)  
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Table 11. Contracts awarded under Commissioner’s letter August 27, 1890 
 

Contract 
No. 

Date Deputy 

14 Sept. 15, 1890 Geo. A. Bunbank 
16 Sept. 17, 1890 Hawley & Gordon 
17 Sept. 27, 1890 O. H. Case 
18 Sept. 27, 1890 V. M. Smith 
19 Sept. 30, 1890 Thos. H. Croswell 
20 Sept. 27, 1890 Butler & Bunbank 
25 Feb. 11, 1891 Smith & Croswell 
26 April 30, 1891 Geo. A. Ralph 
27 Aug. 21, 1891 A.M. Darling 

 
3.2 Providing a Context for the Documents that Accompany the Contracts and Special 

Instructions 

To appreciate the documents accompanying the contracts and special instructions some 
understanding of the process through which the surveyors general awarded contracts during the 
period from 1881 to 1907 is necessary. Figure 7 shows these main steps. To explain these steps, 
and to show what documents necessarily accompanied the contracts, I have used the instructions 
issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office relevant to period 1881-1907 when the 
contracts and “special instructions” in the MHS collections were issued.   
 
1. Instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land office to the Surveyors General of the 

United States Relative to the Survey of the Public Lands and Private land Claims. 
(Washington D. C., Government Printing Office, 1881)  
 

2. Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands of the United States and 
Private Land Claims. (Washington D.C. Government Printing Office, 1890)  
 

3. Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands of the United States and 
Private Land Claims. (Washington D.C. Government Printing Office, 1894) 

 
4. Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands of the United States and 

Private Land Claims. (Washington D.C., Government Printing Office, 1902) 
 
On May 3, 1881, under the authority contained in the act of Congress approved May 30, 1862, J. 
A. Williamson, Commissioner of the General Land Office, issued a set of Instructions in which 
he reprinted the relevant federal law concerning the public land surveys. The Commissioner gave 
the following admonition;  “Each surveyor-general should exercise great care in the appointment 
of deputy surveyors, and should thoroughly satisfy himself before making such appointments, 
that the applicants possess the proper theoretical and practical qualifications, as well as to their 
moral standing and fitness for the important trusts to be confided to them.” (United States. 
Instructions 1881 14.) 
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Most relevant to the documents that are the focus of this report, are the following sections;  
 

Every surveyor-general shall engage a sufficient number of skillful surveyors as his 
deputies, to whom he is authorized to administer the necessary oaths upon their 
appointments. He shall have authority to frame regulations for their direction, not 
inconsistent with law or the instructions of the General Land Office, and to remove 
them for negligence or misconduct. (United States, Congress. Revised Statutes section 
2220, 2221 in United States. Instructions, 1881 10)  
 
The printed manual of instructions relating to the public land surveys, prepared at the 
GLO, and bearing date February twenty-second, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, the 
instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the special 
instructions of the surveyor-general, when not in conflict with the printed manual of 
the instructions of the Commissioner, shall be taken and deemed as part of every 
contract for surveying.  (United States, Congress. Revised Statutes section 2399 in 
United States. Instructions, 1881 12) 
 
Contracts for the survey of the public lands shall not become binding upon the United 
States until approved by the Commissioner of the GLO, except in such cases as the 
Commissioner may otherwise specially order. (United States, Congress. Revised 
Statutes section 2398 in United States. Instructions, 1881 12) 
 
Every deputy surveyor shall enter into a bond, with sufficient security, for the faithful 
performance of all surveying contracts confined to him; and the penalty of the bond in 
each case, shall be double the estimated amount of money accruing under such 
contract, at the rate per mile stipulated to be paid therein. The sufficiency of the 
sureties to all such bonds shall be approved and certified by the proper surveyor 
general. (United States, Congress. Revised Statutes section 2230 in United States. 
Instructions, 1881 10) 

 
He (the Surveyor General) shall cause to be surveyed, measured, and marked without 
delay, all base and meridian lines through such points and perpetuated by such 
monuments, and such correction parallels and meridians as may be prescribed by law 
or instructions from the General Land Office in respect to the public lands within his 
surveying district, to which Indian title has been or may be hereafter extinguished. 
(United States, Congress. Revised Statutes section 2223 in United States. Instructions, 
1881 10) 

 
When the settlers in any township, not mineral or reserved by government, desire a 
survey made of the same, under the authority of the surveyor-general, and file an 
application therefore in writing and deposit in a proper United States depository to the 
credit of the united States, a  sum sufficient to pay for such survey, together with all 
expenses incident thereto … it may be lawful for the surveyor-general, under such 
instructions as may be given him by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and in accordance with law, to survey such township and make return thereof to the 
general and proper local land office, provided the township so proposed to be 



22 

surveyed is within the range of the regular progress of the public land surveys 
embraced by existing standard lines or bases for the township and subdivisional 
surveys. (United States, Congress. Revised Statutes section 2401 in United States. 
Instructions, 1881 13) 

 
 

Surveyor General sends commission to individual 11

 
 

 
Individual accepts commission in writing, pledges 

oath of allegiance, posts bond 
 
 

Surveyor General awards contracts, sends contract 
to Washington DC for approval, gives deputy special 

instructions, any relevant maps 
 
 

Correspondence between Surveyor General and 
Deputy in the field 

 
 

Deputy completes fieldwork, returns field notes and 
annotated diagrams to Surveyor General 

 
 

Notes transcribed, checked, exterior diagrams drafted 
 
 

Plats and descriptive sheets compiled, plats and field 
notes sent to Washington DC, deputy’s accounts sent 
to Washington DC, plats  and descriptive lists sent to 

local land district office 
 

 
 

Figure 7. Generalized diagram of office work. 
 
In the Instructions the Commissioner described the process of awarding a contract as follows;  
 
1. The surveyor-general sends a commission to an individual. (Fig. 8) 
 

                                                 
11 The practice of issuing commissions was discontinued in 1886 
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Figure 8. The Commission (United States. Instructions 1881 14).  
 
2. The individual acknowledges and accepts the commission in a letter to the surveyor general 

accompanying his oath of allegiance to the United States, appropriately notarized. (Fig. 9) 
The surveyor general was to keep a record of all the commissions, letters of acceptance, and 
oaths. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 9. The Oath (United States. Instructions, 1881 14).  
 
3. The deputy then executes two copies of a bond, along with affidavits of his guarantors 

(sureties) and sends them to the surveyor general, (Fig. 10) who first certifies them, (Fig. 11)  
files one, and sends the other to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. In reality the 
contract was awarded, and the bond made, at the same time as shown in Figure 7 
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Figure 10. The Bond. (United States. Instructions, 1881 14-15). 
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Figure 11. The Surveyor General’s certification of the bond. (United States. Instructions, 
1881 16). 

 
4. Now the deputy could receive a contract. (Fig. 12) 
 

 
 

Figure 12. Contract (United States. Instructions, 1881 16-17). 
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Figure 12. Contract cont. (United States. Instructions, 1881 16-17). 
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Figure 13. Directives accompanying the contract (United States. Instructions, 1881 16-17).  

 
Note, that in paragraph two of the contract, the deputy was given the authority to substitute other 
townships for the ones listed if he found that townships or portions of townships could be not be 
surveyed. In such cases he was to give preference “to those (townships) upon which settlement 
has been made, or toward which settlement is tending.” (Instructions, 1881 16) Subsequently, he 
would be required to justify all substitutions and “if subsequent investigation should prove that 
the substitution was unnecessary and should not have been made, payment for the survey of such 
substituted townships will not be made.” (Instructions, 1881 17) 
 
The Instructions also described how the deputy should establish meanders and survey islands. 
(Fig. 14)  
 
 

 
 

Figure 14. Meanders and island surveys (United States. Instructions 1881 33-35).  
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Figure 14. Meanders and island surveys cont. (United States. Instructions 1881 33-35).  
 
 

 



29 

 

 
 

Figure 14. Meanders and island surveys cont. (United States. Instructions 1881 33-35). 
 
On January 1, 1890, Lewis A Groff, Commissioner of the General Land Office issued new 
instructions. (Manual, 1890)  The law, the form of the commission, and form of the bonds were 
the same as before. (Manual, 1890 14-16) A new, shortened, oath was introduced, however. (Fig. 
15, 16)   
 

 
 

Figure 15. Oath (United States. Manual, 1890 14).  
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Minor changes were made to the affidavits of the sureties, seemingly to give more detail of the 
source of the guarantor’s wealth. (Manual, 1890 16) (Figure 17)  
 

Figure 16. The Oath (Image from the MHS collection). 

 
 

Figure 17. Affidavits of the sureties (United States. Manual, 1890 16).  
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There were more substantial changes to what I have called the directives that followed the 
surveyor general’s certification of the bonds. (Manual, 1890 16-17) (Figure 18) There appears to 
have been no major changes to the form of the contract, except that  the language in parentheses 
in the first paragraph dealing with the bonds was removed. (Manual, 1890 14-15) 
 

 
 

Figure 18. Certificate of the bond and Directives (United States. Manual, 1890 16-17). 
 

By 1890 the contracts and bonds were contained in the same document. Importantly, however, is 
the following directive regarding the special instructions the surveyor general was to issue to the 
deputies to whom he awarded contracts. (Figure 19, 20) Attached to the special instructions in 
several folders are, in fact, copies of this portion of the 1890 Manual. 
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Figure 19. Special instructions (United States. Manual 1890 41).  
 

 
 

Figure 20. Special instructions (Images from the MHS Collection). 
 

On June 30, 1894, S. W. Lamoreux, Commissioner of the General Land Office, issued a Manual 
of Instructions. (Manual 1894) The only items that seem to have changed are the Directives for 
the Special Instruction, the information shown in Figure 18 above, no longer appears. The main 
change that would concern the contracts and “special instructions” is the following statement. 
(Fig. 21) 
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Figure 21. Appendix (United States. Manual 1894 223).  
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The Manual of 1902 seems to contain only minor language differences regarding the documents 
described above. (United States. Manual, 1902) 
 
3.3 Index to Contracts 

There are three volumes, each in a separate box, that index the contracts awarded in Minnesota.  
When these volumes were created and the relationship between them is not known.  
 
• Agency:    United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Record of Contracts and Instructions for Surveys, 1857-1865.12 
• Location:   111.E.10.1B.   
 
A 12 ins. x 6 ins. bound volume labeled Record of Contracts and Instructions for Surveys in 
Minnesota From July 1857 Showing the Field & Office Work contains a list of contracts 
awarded between June 22, 1857 and June 15, 1865. The material is arranged firstly, by fiscal 
year, beginning with the fiscal year ending 30 June 1858, and chronologically within the fiscal 
year. This would appear to be a workbook rather than an official record book. The record of 
contracts and special instructions cites the name of the deputy surveyor, date the contract or 
instructions were issued, tract to be surveyed, date the survey notes were returned to the surveyor 
general's office, and dates the plats and transcripts were transmitted to the General Land Office 
in Washington D.C. and the local land office. 
 
• Agency:    United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Record of Contracts and Instructions for Surveys, 1874-1907. 
• Location:   112.D.2.8F(ov.) 
 
A large leather letterbook labeled Record of Contracts for Surveys of Public Lands in Minnesota 
showing progress of same and condition of office work pertaining thereto contains a list of 

                                                 
12 Contained in the same box as the contracts and “special instructions” described above. 
 

Figure 21. Appendix cont. (United States. Manual 1894 224). 
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contracts awarded July 13, 1874-July 17, 1907. The information for each contract is tabulated in 
several columns across two pages;  

 
• Name of contractor 
• Date of contract 
• Date of expiration of contract 
• Township & Range line 
• Subdivision T & R 
• When returned to Surveyor General Office                         (rarely filled in) 
• Original Plat. Date of Completion 
• Commissioner’s Plat. Date of Completion 
• Original Transcript. Date of Completion   (rarely filled in)   
• Date of Transmission to G.L.O.      
• Date of Approval by Comm. G.L.O.    (rarely filled in) 
• Register’s Plat. Date of Completion. 
• Register’s Des. Sheet. 13 Date of Completion   (rarely filled in) 
• Date of Transmission to Local land Office 
• Record Transcript. Date of Completion   (rarely filled in) 
• Record Des. Sheet. Date of Completion   (rarely filled in) 
• Surveyors’ Accounts 
• Date of Transmission to G.L.O. 
• Amount 
• Estimated Amount of Contract 
• Remarks        (rarely filled in) 

 
• Agency:    Minnesota. Secretary of State. 
• Series Title: Land survey field notes.14  
• Location:   113.H.4.4F-2.  
 
A large leather letterbook Record. Surveys of Public Lands in Minnesota containing information 
from 1847 to 1891. The book is divided into three sections;  
 
• Pages 1-16 Record of Town Lines lists, chronologically, the deputies who were awarded 

contracts to establish township exteriors from May 22, 1847 until May 26, 1880. Information 
includes; the name of the deputy, the date of contract, and a description of the work. There 
are also columns for number of miles and price per mile but no information is recorded.    

• Pages 34-174. A tabular list of contracts awarded to deputies to subdivide townships 
arranged geographically by Range and Township. Information includes;  the name of the 

                                                 
13   Des. Sheet is an abbreviations for descriptive sheet. Finding aid online 
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg05.pdf (accessed December 6, 2011) 
 
14  Finding aid online http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.pdf (accessed December 6, 

2011) 
 

http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg05.pdf�
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.pdf�
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deputy, the date of the contract, and a description of the work. There are also columns for 
number of miles and price per mile but no information is recorded.    
 

• At the back of the volume are three lists labeled “Miscellaneous Surveys” containing a record 
of Commissions issued to Dep. Surveyors 1891-1896 and the area of surface water bodies in 
the area governed by the 5th Principal Meridian, dated Sept. 1886, and in the area governed 
by the 4th Principal Meridian.  
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4 OTHER PUBLIC LAND SURVEY RECORDS THAT REFERENCE A 
PARTICULAR CONTRACT 

Since the contracts underlie the surveying process, as depicted in Figure 2, all surveying records 
– whether they actually make reference to the contracts or not – relate to them. There are specific 
documents stored in the MHS collections, however, that either make reference to a specific 
contract or are the product of a specific contract.   
 
4.1 Field Notes 

Each deputy awarded a contract/“special instructions” was to keep a detail record of what he did 
and saw in a notebook, notes that would be subsequently transcribed.  Thus, each volume of field 
notes contains details of the work carried out under a particular contract.  Deputies subdividing 
townships were required to use separate books for each township. Deputies establishing 
township exteriors did not.   
 
Each volume of the field notes contains the names of the deputy surveyor and his assistants, the 
date of the contract, the date the survey was begun and completed, affidavits attesting to the 
accuracy of the survey, and the surveyor general’s certification of the accuracy of the copied 
notes compared to the original, as mandated by the Instructions of 1881.  
 
These documents are stored in two collections at the Minnesota History Center, 
 
• Agency:    Minnesota. Secretary of State. 
• Series Title: Land survey field notes.15 
 
Fifty-one boxes contain what are generally considered to be the “original” transcribed copies of 
the notes kept by the deputies. The field notes for island surveys are stored separately from the 
notes for township exteriors and township subdivisions.16 The field notes for Indian reservations 
are also stored separately.17  
 
• Agency:   United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota.  
• Series Title: Land survey field notes.18 
 

                                                 
15  Finding aid online http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.pdf (accessed December 6, 

2011) 
 
16  Id. p.6-8 
 
17  Id. p.8-9 
 
18  A Finding aid for these records is available online at 
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg06.pdf (accessed December 6, 2011)  
 
 

http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst025.pdf�
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg06.pdf�
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Thirty-one boxes contain notes are generally considered to be copies of the transcribed notes. 
(Squires, 2009) 
 
4.2 Township Plats 

The data contained in the field notes were used by draftsmen in the surveyor general’s office to 
create a township plat. Each plat, a result of one, two, or more contracts, contains a table stating 
the name of the individuals who carried out the surveys and when, and the date of the contract 
under which they worked. (Fig. 21) 
 

 
 

Figure 22.Table showing details of the persons carrying out the fieldwork in T.155 N. R.25 
W. 5th

 
 Principal Meridian (Image from Minnesota Geospatial Information Office online). 

In addition many plats contain notations in which the Surveyor General certified the plat of an 
island surveyed under “special instructions.” (Figure 22) 
 

 
 

Figure 23. Certification of island plat in T.136 N. R.42 W. 5th

 

 Principal Meridian (Image 
from Minnesota Geospatial Information Office online). 

The plats are stored in one collection at the Minnesota History Center; 
 
• Agency:    Minnesota. Secretary of State.  
• Series Title: Land survey plats.19 

                                                 
19  Finding aid online at  http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst026.pdf (accessed December 
6, 2011) Since the plats have been digitized and are now online at, 

http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/secst026.pdf�
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4.3 Correspondence Files 

• Agency:    United States.  Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Letters received and sent.20 
 
This collection includes; letters received in the Surveyor General's office in St. Paul (1857-1907) 
regarding surveys in Michigan and Minnesota, pasted into letterbooks, and copies of letters sent 
by the Surveyor General of Minnesota relating to the surveys in Michigan (1854-1857) and in 
Minnesota (1857-1908). 21  The letters relate to all aspects of surveying in Minnesota and in parts 
of Michigan.22 Letters to and from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, concerning the 
surveys in Minnesota, comprise the bulk of the correspondence. Many letters to and from deputy 
surveyors deal with the contracts they were awarded along with instructions for carrying out the 
surveys, how they were to be paid, any extension of the contractual deadlines, and any problems 
with their work. 
 
• Agency:    United States.  Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Letters received and sent. 
• Location:   111.E.9.7B Box 8. 23   
 
Letters not incorporated into the letterbooks described above. Undoubtedly some of these contain 
information relevant to the contracts and “special instructions” stored in the MHS collections. 
There are three folders labeled; Letters received 1857-1899, Letters received 1900-1901, and 
Letters received 1902-1907. This box also contains two collections that relate specifically to 
contracts and “special instructions;” 

 
• Oaths and Surety Bonds, 1861-1907. One folder.  Oaths from various deputies awarded 

contracts, letters of appointments (commissions), and letters from sureties, all relate to 
specific contracts although they rarely spell out precisely which contracts they concern. 

                                                                                                                                                             
http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/glo/ (accessed December 6, 2011) the originals may not be 
available to the public. 
 
20  Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg07.pdf (accessed December 6, 
2011)  
 
21 The act establishing the office of the Surveyor General of Minnesota directed the individual 
who would be appointed to close down the office of the Surveyor General of Michigan, transfer 
the surveying records to the Michigan state authorities, and open an office in St. Paul.  
 
22 There are other letters in the MHS collections that are not posted in these letterbooks. Rather 
obvious are those that accompany the contracts and the “special instructions” described here. 
Others include the petitions for surveys see text below.  
 
23  Index online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg07.pdf  at p. 5 (accessed December 
6, 2011)  
 

http://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/glo/�
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg07.pdf�
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg07.pdf%20p.5�
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• Survey Bids. One folder containing three printed invitations, dated February 5, 1889, May 
25, 1906, and July 17, 1906, for proposals to carry out surveys along with several responses 
from surveyors. When and why the United States started awarding contracts via sealed bids 
is unknown. 

 
4.4 Accounting Records 

• Agency:    United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Surveyor’s Accounts.24 
• Location:   111.E.10.1(B) 
 
Accounts of deputies for surveys carried under contracts and “special instructions” from 1880-
1884, and 1896-1906. Arranged chronologically by date the contract or “special instructions” 
were issued, the documents include the following information;  
 

• name of the deputy surveyor,  
• date the contract or “special instructions” was issued,  
• description of the area surveyed,  
• type of survey,  
• rate of pay, 
• total cost of survey, and  
• date approved by surveyor general 

 
4.5 Miscellaneous Records 

• Agency:    United States. Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 
• Series Title: Miscellaneous Records. 
• Location:   111.E.9.10F.25  
 
Petitions and letters, some handwritten and some printed, requesting that a particular island or 
township be surveyed. The documents include the field notes of George A. Ralph who was 
working under a contract dated April 4, 1894. 

                                                 
24   Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg03.pdf (accessed December 
6, 2011) Surveyors’ Accounts p. 4  
25   Finding aid online at http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg08.pdf. (accessed December 
6, 2011) Petitions for Surveys p. 4 
 

http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg03.pdf�
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/ussg08.pdf�


41 

5 WHAT NEXT? CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Even though the MHS collections contain few contracts and “special instructions” under which 
the deputies carried out the public land surveys in Minnesota, because of the way they have been 
stored, they comprise a rich source of initial information about the public land surveying process 
in Minnesota during the last two decades of the nineteenth century in the northern portion of the 
state and in the Red Lake and White Earth reservations and the process of surveying islands. 
Because of the few contracts in the MHS collections, there is not a great deal more to be done 
with inventorying and describing them. Described here are the documents most intimately 
related to each contract, according to the prevailing instructions from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, which suggests what documents should accompany each contract. A 
detailed list of the contents of each individual folder would merely illustrate the differences and 
similarities between the folders and serve no real purpose. The location specified in each contract 
can be mapped, as I suggested in my previous report, but would merely produce a series of maps. 
(Squires, 2008 53)  
 
There is, however, a great deal of research that could be carried out in the MHS collection on 
various other documents that, together with the actual contracts, describe the surveying process 
in Minnesota. The correspondence and accounting files would probably be the most useful of the 
documents listed in this report.  Perhaps the next step should be to establish paper trails for 
particular deputies who worked in Minnesota, linking together the various documents from the 
commission through the contract to the township plat and to the final payment of the individuals 
concerned. This was a recommendation made in an earlier report. (Squires, 2008 53)   
 
Further research on the actual contracts for the surveys in Minnesota must continue in the Iowa 
State Historical Society Library in Des Moines, Iowa, and in the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C. The records of the early surveys in Minnesota stored in the Iowa State 
Historical Society Library in Des Moines were described in an earlier report. (Squires, 2008 53) 
That report specifically focused on the special instructions given to deputies contained in the 
voluminous correspondence files of the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa. Most, if not 
all, these instructions relate to specific contracts awarded deputies and so a large proportion of 
the letters described in that report are also relevant to this report that focuses on surveying 
contracts and special instructions, albeit for an earlier time period than the one for which there 
are records in the MHS collections. In the earlier report I noted other documents that would 
contain additional information giving context to the various letters of instruction. Many of these 
same documents contain information concerning particular contracts and “special instructions”, 
the only question is how much of this information relates to the Minnesota surveys since the 
records are filed chronologically and there is no index. (Fig. 24) 
 
In theory, at least, all contracts awarded by surveyors general were sent to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office in Washington D.C, until 1862 for information purposes and thereafter 
for the Commissioner’s approval. At first glance, the National Archives possesses at least two 
collections that might contain those documents;  
 
1. Record Group 49. Records of the Bureau of Land Management. Entry 501A Surveying 

Contracts and Bond Files for the State of Minnesota. (Squires 2008 44) 
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2. Record Group 217. Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the Treasury. 
 

Surveyor General Account Books (5 volumes) 1838-1866 
Reports of Examining Deputy 1852 
Estimates of Surveys , Recommendations & applications for positions 
Estimates of Surveys, Recommendations & applications for positions 
Recommendations (2 boxes) 1832-1852 
Contracts & Bonds (4 boxes) 1831-1864 
Oaths, deputies and assistants (6 boxes) 1833-1863 
Instructions to Surveyors, IA/MN boundary 1850-1853 

 
Figure 24. Records in the Iowa State Historical Society Library Relevant to Contracts in 

Minnesota (Squires 2009 25). 
 

217.3.8 Records of the Division of Public Lands 

Textual Records: Letters sent, 1829-94. Letters received, 1815- 70. Records relating to land 
accounts, 1811-94, with indexes, 1879-94. Registers of accounts, 1839-94. Abstracts of accounts, 
1801-1917. Reports of land accounts, 1823-42. Settled accounts of receivers and surveyors, 1811-
94. Registers of surety bonds of land office officials, 1805-1913; and of bonds of deputy surveyors, 
1822-90. Contracts and bonds of deputy surveyors, 1860-1906. Register of suits filed against 
delinquent land office officials, 1879-81 

Figure 25. Records of the accounting officers of the Department of the Treasury 26 
 
From the research reported here and in my previous report, the next step in creating digital 
images of the public land surveying records should be to compile paper trails, or rather paper 
networks, for deputies at different points in time – and thus for different parts of Minnesota – 
itemizing and describing all available surveying records in the MHS collections that would fully 
reconstruct the surveying process in particular instances. Research in both the Iowa State 
Historical Society Library and the National Archives that might complete the inventory of the 
contracts started in this report, although important, assumes a lower priority, in part because the 
contracts are well documented in the annual reports reproduced in Appendices B and C of this 
report.  

                                                 
26  Online at http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/217.html#217.3.8 
(accessed December 6, 2011) 
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Minnesota State Archives 

U.S. SURVEYOR GENERAL OF MINNESOTA 
An Inventory of Its Contracts for Surveys 

OVERVIEW OF THE RECORDS 

Agency: United States.  Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota. 

Series Title: Contracts for surveys, 

Dates: 1857-1907. 

Abstract: Contracts between the surveyor general and deputy surveyors for the survey 
of specified tracts of public land in Minnesota. 

Quantity: 1.4 cu. ft. (10 folders and 2 v. in 1 box and 1 partial box). 

Location: See Contents List for box locations. 

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF MINNESOTA 

The Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota, established by Act of Congress of March 3, 
1857, was responsible for conducting the original government survey of the public domain in the 
territory and state of Minnesota. 

The earliest surveys of land in Minnesota were conducted under the jurisdiction of the 
Surveyor General of Iowa and Wisconsin, headquartered at Dubuque, Iowa.  These surveys, 
completed between 1848 and May, 1857, were primarily on land located between the St. Croix 
and Mississippi rivers or in the southeastern corner of Minnesota.  After the establishment of the 
Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota, copies of the field notes, plats, and other records 
relevant to these surveys were transferred from Dubuque to St. Paul. 

The Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota continued in operation until December, 
1907, when the survey of Minnesota was essentially complete.  After 1907 the commissioner of 
the U.S. General Land Office served, ex officio, as Surveyor General of Minnesota, and handled 
any requisite surveying activities and questions.  A congressional act of 1940 provided that the 
records of the Office of Surveyor General of Minnesota be turned over to the Minnesota secretary 
of state. 

(An expanded administrative history is available in the Minnesota Historical Society.) 
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SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE RECORDS 

Contracts between the surveyor general and deputy surveyors for the survey of specified 
tracts of public land in Minnesota (1881-1907, 10 folders), and a record of contracts awarded and 
special instructions issued (1857-1907, 2 volumes).  They include contracts awarded at bid and 
"special instructions" from the General Land Office (GLO) and surveyor general to deputy 
surveyors for the survey of islands or other designated parcels. 

Information contained in the contracts includes name of the contracting surveyor; date the 
contract was issued; date the survey was to be completed; description of the survey work to be 
done, citing range and township and the type of lines to be run; rate of pay; and estimated cost of 
the survey.  Beginning in 1896, the contract and surveyor’s bond were combined on a single 
printed sheet.  The bond lists the person or company acting as surety for the deputy surveyor. 

Some contracts are accompanied by additional documents relating to the execution of the 
survey, which may include petitions from settlers to the surveyor general requesting that a 
particular tract be surveyed, correspondence between deputy surveyors and the surveyor general, 
supplemental instructions, oath of the deputy surveyor, and diagrams of the area to be surveyed. 

The two-volume record of contracts and special instructions cites the name of the deputy 
surveyor, date the contract or instructions were issued, tract to be surveyed, date the survey notes 
were returned to the surveyor general’s office, and dates the plats and transcripts were 
transmitted to the GLO and the local land office. 

ARRANGEMENT OF THE RECORDS 

Each subseries is chronological by the date the contract or special instructions were issued. 

RELATED MATERIALS 

The type of supplementary material that accompanies some of the contracts also exists for 
most of the other contracts but is disbursed in several other separately cataloged series:  
Accounting Records, Letters Received and Sent, and Miscellaneous Records:  Petitions for 
Surveys. 
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United States.  General Land Office. 

Types of Documents: 
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111.E.10.1B --- Contracts for Surveys, 1881-1907.  10 folders. 

111.E.10.1B --- Record of Contracts and Instructions for Surveys, 1857-1865.  1 volume. 

112.D.2.8F(ov) --- Record of Contracts and Instructions for Surveys, 1874-1907.  1 volume. 
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APPENDIX B 
 
Checklist of Contracts Awarded in Minnesota, 1881-1904, extracted from the annual reports of 
the Surveyor General of Minnesota, 1881-1904, shown in Appendix C   
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At the close of each fiscal year, June 30, the Surveyor General sent an annual report to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. These reports provide an invaluable source of 
information about the public land surveys.(Squires, 2010) Those from the period 1882 until 1904 
are reproduced in Appendix C. 
 
The reports contain tables that list contracts awarded to deputies during the fiscal year and can be 
used as a check to suggest contracts that are missing in the MHS collections. The tables shown 
here are abstracted from the tables in the reports. 
 
Abbreviations used in the tables are as follows; 
 
Sp.  Special Instructions 
 
C  Correction Line 
P Standard Parallel 
G Guide Meridian 
E Township Exterior Lines 
S Township Subdivision Lines 
M Meanders 
I Island(s) 
IP Independent Meridian 
 
Contracts and the “special instructions” in italics can be found in the MHS collections 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act March 3, 1881 
 

June 30, 1881 George F. Hamilton C, E 
June 30, 1881 Mahlon Black C, E 
Oct. 1, 1881 George F. Hamilton G 
Feb 3, 1882 George F. Hamilton S, M 
Feb 10, 1882 Josias R. King E, S, M 
June 22, 1882 George R. Stuntz E, S, M 
June 22, 1882 George R. Stuntz S, M 

 
Surveys paid by special deposits from individuals for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1882 

 
Aug. 6, 1880 George R. Stuntz E, S 
Aug. 18, 1880 George F. Hamilton S 
Dec. 2, 1880 Samuel Burdock Strip of land 
Jan. 4, 1881 Kindred & Caldwell E, S 

March 28, 1881 George R. Stuntz E, S 
May 15, 1881 George R. Stuntz S 
May 9, 1881 Robert K. Whiteley I 
Aug. 6, 1881 George R. Stuntz E, S 
Aug. 9, 1881 Leroy F. Royal I 
Sept. 2, 1881 Jewett McPherson E, S 
Sep. 24, 1881 Robert K. Whiteley I 
Oct. 20, 1881 George R. Stuntz S 
Nov.19, 1881 Richard Cronk E, S 
Dec. 24, 1881 Oscar E. Garrison I 
Jan. 3, 1882 William P. Allen E, S 
Jan. 23, 1882 William P. Allen E, S 
Jan. 24, 1882 Jewett McPherson E, S 
Jan. 30, 1882 Richard Cronk E, S 
Feb. 2, 1882 Robert K. Whiteley I 
Feb. 27, 1882 Oscar E. Garrison I 
March 2, 1882 George R. Stuntz E, S 

March 15, 1882 Jewett McPherson E 
March 25, 1882 William P. Allen S 
March 28, 1882 Richard Cronk E, S 
March 30, 1882 Oscar E Garrison I 
March 31, 1882 George R. Stuntz E, S 

April 8, 1882 W. H. Saunders I 
April 22, 1882 George R. Stuntz E, S 
May 10, 1882 Oscar E. Garrison I 
June 9, 1882 H. J. Chevre I 

June 15, 1882 Jewett McPherson E, S 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act Aug. 7, 1882 
 

Sept. 25, 1882 Eli W. Griffin C, E, S 
Sept. 28, 1882 George R. Stuntz S, M 
Dec. 28, 1882 Jewett McPherson E, S 
Feb. 21, 1883 George F. Hamilton C, E, S 
April 20 1883 Thomas Ross E, S 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act March 3 1883 

 
Aug. 14,1883 Charles E. Davis E, S 
Oct. 1,1883 James S. Hughes C, E, S 

Sept. 25,1883 A. H. Reed I 
Sept. 25,1883 Ole Eliasson I 
Oct. 3,1883 George F. Hamilton E, S, M 
Oct. 8,1883 E. B. McCord I 

March 31, 1884 Charles L. Thompson I 
April 30, 1884 B. F. Chrislieb I 
June 11, 1884 C. B. Garrison I 
June 16, 1884 Day F. Stacy E, M 
June 17, 1884 N. G. Highstrom I 

 
Surveys paid by special deposits from individuals for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1884 

 
March 24, 1883 George R. Stuntz S 
April 20, 1883 Thomas Ross E, S 
June 11, 1883 George R. Stuntz S 
Nov. 3, 1883 Oscar L. Hamery E, S 
June 12, 1884 Day F. Stacy E, S 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act July 7, 1884 

 
42 Sept 15, 1884 George A. Kline E 

Nov. 18, 1884 George W. Cooley I 
Dec. 5, 1884 L. F. Brainerd I 
Dec. 16, 1884 H. G. Highstrom I 
Feb. 13, 1885 Ashbel Ingerson S, M 

45 Feb. 25, 1885 Jacob A. Westby S, M 
April 13, 1885 George F. Hamilton S, M 
April 17, 1885 George A. Weir I 
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Surveys paid by special deposits from individuals for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1885 
 

June 11, 1884 Day F. Stacy S 
Aug. 28, 1884 Oscar L. Hamery E,S 
April 30, 1885 John W. Young Red Lake 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act July 4, 1884 for Indian Reservations 
 

June 22, 1885 Abner M. Darling Red Lake, White Earth 
 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1888 
 

1 April 16, 1887 George A. Ralph E, S 
3 July 23, 1887 George A. Ralph S 

Sp. July 28, 1887 J. B. Salisbury I 
Sp. Aug, 28, 1885* A. C. Libby I 
4 Feb. 25, 1888 George A. Ralph S 

 
 

Contracts under Commissioner's instructions for surveys on White Earth 
 

2 May 10, 1887 William W. Ward Boundary, S 
 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1889 
 

5 Aug. 2, 1889 J. B. Salisbury P, G, E, S 
 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1890 
 

Sp. Aug. 6, 1889 Ernest E. Coley I 
6 Oct. 15, 1889 George F. Hamilton E, S 
7 Nov. 12, 1889 Alvin C. Bailey G, E ,S 

Sp. Nov. 14, 1889 John Abercrombie I 
Sp. Jan. 6, 1890 J. E. Egan I 
8 March 14, 1890 Jacob A. Westby E, S 
9 March 14, 1890 Jacob A. Westby S 

10 April 9, 1890 E. W. & E. M. Griffin S 
Sp. April 22, 1890 M. B. Haynes I 
11 June 12, 1890 John B. Hawley & J. A. Westby E, S 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1891 
 

Sp. Sept. 15, 1890 Alvin C. Bailey I 
15 Sept. 17, 1890 John B. Hawely and John Goodnow E, S 
21 Oct 18, 1890 Omar H. Case E, S 
22 Oct. 28, 1890 Alvah A. Crampton E, S 
24 Dec. 3, 1890 George R. Stuntz E, S 
27 April 23, 1891 George A. Ralph S 
28 May 28, 1891 A. D. F. Gardner E, S 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey Chippewa Reservations 

 
12 Sept. 8, 1890 Alvin C. Bailey S 
13 Sept. 13, 1890 George A. Ralph S 
14 Sept. 15, 1890 George A. Burbank Red Lake 
16 Sept. 17, 1890 John B. Hawley & John Goodnow E, S 
17 Sept. 27, 1890 Omar H. Case E, S 
18 Sept. 27, 1890 Vernon M Smith E, S 
19 Sept. 30, 1890 Thomas Croswell E, S 
20 Sept. 30, 1890 Nathan Butler & George A. Burbank G, P, E, S 
25 Feb. 18, 1891 Vernon M. Smith & Thomas H. Croswell E, S 
26 April 30, 1891 George A. Ralph E, S 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1892 

 
1 July 31, 1891 Lyman Arms P, E, S, M 
2 July 31, 1891 Wesley F. Marsh E, S, M 
3 Aug. 6, 1891 Vernon M. Smith S 
4 Aug. 6, 1891 Vernon M. Smith S 
5 Aug. 10, 1892 George A. Ralph E, S 
6 Aug. 19, 1892 Choate A. Bartlett S 

Sp. Oct. 27, 1892 Alvin H. Wilcox & Walter A. Hayden E 
13 Oct. 29, 1892 Bernard Keegan S 
14 Nov. 24, 1892 Judson A. Stanton E, S 
19 March 30, 1892 Vine D. Simar S 

22 April 6, 1892 George A. Ralph & R. N. Kittelson E, S 
25 May 23, 1892 Thomas H. Croswell & Henry J. G. Croswell E, S 
27 June 24, 1892 Henry J. G. Croswell E, S 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey Chippewa Reservations 
 

7 Aug. 21, 1891 Abner M. Darling G, E, S 
8 Sept. 26, 1891 Platt B. Walker G, E, S 
9 Sept. 28, 1891 Warren H. Knowlton E, S 

10 Sept. 30, 1891 Alvin H. Wilcox & Walter A. Hayden E, S 
11 Oct. 20, 1891 George A. Ralph P, G 
12 Oct. 22, 1891 Vernon M. Smith & Thomas H. Croswell E, S 
15 Jan. 18, 1892 George A. Ralph & R. N. Kittelson P, E, S 

16 Feb. 3, 1892 Abner M. Darling & Chas. H. Ward E, S 
17 Feb. 4, 1892 Thomas H. Croswell & Le Roy V. Smith E, S 
18 Feb. 25, 1892 Vernon M. Smith & Le Roy V. Smith E, S 
20 March 31, 1892 Vine D. Simar IG, E, S

21 April 6, 1892 George A. Ralph & R. N. Kittelson G, E, S 
23 April 29, 1892 George A. Ralph & William A. Ralph E, S 
24 May 17, 1892 George T. Simpson & Louis Shaw E, S 

Thomas H. Croswell & Henry J. G. 
26 May 23, 1892 Croswell C, E, S 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1893 

 

28 Oct. 6, 1892 Bernard Keegan & Howard A. Crampton S 
29 Oct. 11, 1892 George A. Ralph E, S 
30 Nov. 4, 1892 Guy E. Eaton E, S 
31 Dec. 12, 1892 Alvin C. Bailey E, S 
32 Dec. 14, 1892 George A. Ralph E, S 
35 Jan. 26, 1893 Howard A. Crampton S 
36 Feb. 16, 1893 Thomas H. Croswell & Henry J. G. Croswell E, S 
38 Mar. 4, 1893 Guy E. Eaton E, S 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey Chippewa Reservations 
 

33 Dec. 24, 1892 George A. Ralph Red Lake 
34 Dec. 26, 1892 Alvin C. Bailey E,S, Red Lake 

37 Feb.16, 1893 Thomas H. Croswell & Henry J.G. Croswell E,S, Red Lake 
39 Nov, 8, 1893 Bernard Keegan S, M 
40 Dec. 5, 1893 Lyman Arms & William E. Seelye E, S, M 
41 Feb. 23, 1895 Howard A. Crampton S, M 
42 Feb. 28, 1895 Guy E. Eaton E, S, M 
43 May 18, 1895 Merritt S. Cooke * 
45 June 7, 1895 George A. Ralph G, E, S 
46 June 11, 1895 Thomas H. Croswell S, M 

         
*   Strip of land between T58NR17W & T59NR17W 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey the Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota 

 
 

44 June 7, 1894 George A. Ralph E, S Red Lake 
 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1895 
 

Sp. July 31, 1894 R. P. Johnson I 
49 Aug. 23, 1894 Howard A. Crampton E 
51 Dec. 19, 1894 Bernard Keegan S, M 
54 Jan. 17, 1895 Howard A. Crampton E, S, M 
55 April 16, 1895 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
57 May 29, 1895 George A. Ralph E, S, M 
58 June 4, 1895 Charles A.Nutter E, S, M 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey the Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota 
 

47 Aug. 18, 1894 George A. Ralph P, G 
48 Aug. 23, 1894 Howard A. Crampton E 
50 Aug. 23, 1894 Bernard Keegan E 
Sp. Oct. 30, 1894 George A. Ralph Red Lake 
52 Dec. 27, 1894 Thomas H. Croswell & Le Roy V. Smith S, M 
53 Dec. 31, 1894 George A. Ralph E 

April 20, 1895 Thomas H. Cresswell & Le Roy V. Smith E 
56 May 29, 1895 George A. Ralph E, S, M 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1896 

 
60 Feb. 20, 1896 Charles A. Nutter S 
61 Feb. 29, 1896 Bernard Keegan S, M 
Sp. April 8, 1896 Carl E. Taylor I 
Sp. April 16, 1896 Harlan W. Fisk I 
62 April 29, 1896 Bernard Keegan S, M 
63 May 6, 1896 Charles A. Nutter S, M 
64 April 21, 1896 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
65 May 27, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell S, M 
66 June 5, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell S, M 
67 June 10, 1896 George A. Ralph E, S, M 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey the Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota 
 

59 July 16, 1895 Samuel S. Chute S, M 
 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1897 
 
 

69 Oct. 15, 1896 Bernard Keegan S, M 
73 Dec. 10, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell E, S, M 
74 May 17, 1897 A. L. Chopin S, m 
75 May 25, 1897 George A. Ralph E, S, M 
76 June 15, 1897 Thomas H. Croswell E, S, M 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations to survey the Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota, Act 
June 10, 1896 

 
68 July 9, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell Red Lake 
70 Nov. 2, 1896 Bernard Keegan S, M 
71 Nov. 5, 1896 Thomas H. Croswell & Le Roy V. Smith S, M 
72 Nov. 6, 1896 George A. Ralph S, M 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1898, Act June 4, 1897 
 

77 July 20, 1897 Thomas H, Croswell E, S, M 
78 March 24,1898 Thomas H. Croswell S, M 
79 May 7, 1898 John E. Mulligan E, S, M 
80 May 27, 1898 Bernard Keegan S, M 
81 June 21, 1898 Louis S. Ogaard S, M 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1899, Act July 1, 1898 
 

85 Aug. 29 1898 George A. Ralph S, M 
88 Oct. 27, 1898 Thomas F. McGilvray & James Conroy S, M 
89 Nov. 23, 1898 Bernard Keegan E, S, M 
91 April 4, 1899 Bernard Keegan S, M 
93 June 12, 1899 Lewis A. Ogaard S, M 
94 June 16, 1899 John E. Mulligan S, M 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations to complete the surveys in Chippewa Reservations in 

Minnesota, Act July, 1, 1898 
 

82 Aug. 5, 1898 Thomas H.Croswell & Henry J. G. Croswell E, S, M 

83 Aug. 18, 1898  Chas L. Chase & Nulan M. Chase E, S, M 
84 Aug. 29, 1898  George A. Ralph S, M 
86 Aug. 27, 1898 Edward Hoenck S, M 
87 Sept 8, 1898 Bernard Keegan S, M 
90 Jan. 3, 1899 John E. Mulligan E, S, M 
92 April 10, 1899 Thomas H. Croswell S, M 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1900, Act March 1, 

1899 
 

95 Oct. 13 1899 Thomas H. Croswell E, S, M 
96 Nov. 23, 1899 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
97 Feb. 6, 1900 John E. Mulligan & John Kirwan E, S, M 
98 March 15, 1900 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
99 April 25, 1900 John E. Mulligan & John Kirwan S, M 
100 May 22, 1900 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 

 
Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1901, Act June 6, 1900 

 
101 Sept. 27, 1901 John E. Mulligan E, S, M 
Sp. Oct. 13, 1900 Robert K. Whiteley I 
102 Oct. 15,1900 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
103 Feb. 16, 1901 Chas H. Armstrong E, S, M 
Sp. March 14, 1901 Merritt S. Cook * 

 104 May 19, 1901 Thomas H. Croswell & John E. Mulligan S, M 
Sp. May 23, 1901 Martin Watson I 
Sp. June 4, 1901 S. S. Sargeant I 
Sp. June 4, 1901 Thomas M. Hughes I 

       
* To correct survey of strip, see Contract #43 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations to complete the surveys in Chippewa Reservations 
in Minnesota, Act July, 1, 1898 

 
Feb. 16, 1901 Charles H. Armstrong Red Lake 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1902, Act March 3, 
1901 

 
Sp. Dec 31, 1901 Marcus D.. Stoner I 
Sp. Jan. 8, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
Sp. Jan. 18, 1902 Charles S. Carter I 
Sp. Jan. 20, 1902 George A. Burbank I 
Sp. Jan. 20, 1902 A. A. Bloom I 
Sp. Jan. 21, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
Sp. Feb. 18, 1902 George A. Burbank I 
106 Feb. 26, 1902 David Ogilvie S, M 
107 March 1, 1902 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 
Sp. March 16, 1902 David Ogilvie I 
108 April 9, 1902 Charles H. Armstrong E, S, M 
Sp. May 15, 1902 F. O. Cooley I 
Sp. May 16, 1902 Robert K. Whiteley I 
Sp. May 16, 1902 J. A. Quigg I 
Sp. May 22, 1902 R. W. Nichols I 
Sp. May 23, 1902 R. W. Nichols I 

 
 

Contracts surveying and allotting for Chippewas in Minnesota (see Commissioner's letter Nov 5, 
1901) 

 

105 Jan. 18, 1902 Marcus D. Stoner & John E. Mulligan E, S, M 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1903, Act June 28, 
1902 

 
Sp. July 10, 1902 George Watts I 
Sp. July 8 Chas. S. Carter I 
Sp. July 10, 1902 R. W. Nichols I 
109 Sept. 30 Chas. H. Armstrong G, E, S 
Sp. Dec. 14 Chas. H. Armstrong E 
Sp. Dec. 1 Myron Shepard I 
110 Nov. 10 L. A. Ogaard E, S 
Sp. Feb. 6, 1903 Robert K. Whiteley I 
Sp. March 5 Marcus D. Stoner I 
Sp. April 1 F. O. Cooley I 
111 May 10 Chas. H. Armstrong E, S 
112 May 25 Norris Y. Taylor & Chas. A. Forbes E, S 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations to complete surveys Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota, 
Act July, 1, 1898 

 
Sp. Aug. 21, 1902 Chas H. Armstrong To Correct contract #72 
Sp. Sept. 28 Chas H. Armstrong S 
Sp. Oct. 23 William C. Smiley I 
Sp. Nov. 10 Louis A. Ogaard S 
Sp. March 28 John E. Mulligan To Correct contract #83 
Sp. June 18 John E. Mulligan To Correct contract #80 
Sp. June 18 John E. Mulligan To Correct contract #91 
Sp. July 16 Chas H. Armstrong To Correct contract #75 
Sp. April 23, 1903 John E. Mulligan To Correct contract #76 

 
 

Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1904, Act March 3, 
1903 

 
114 Oct. 15 1903 Louis A. Ogaard S, M 

Sp. Nov. 24 John E. Mulligan & William M. Everts To Correct contract #89 
116 May 31, 1904 Marcus D. Stoner & John E. Mulligan E, S, M 
117 June 18 William M. Everts E, S, M 
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Contracts paid out of Appropriations Act to complete surveys Chippewa Reservations in 
Minnesota, Act July, 1, 1898 

 

Sp. Oct. 31, 1903 John E. Mulligan & William M. Everts, To Correct contract #87 

Sp. March 21, 1904 John E. Mulligan & William M. Everts, To Correct contract #70 
115 May 27 Chas. H. Armstrong S, M 

 
 
 
 



 

APPENDIX C 
 
Annual Reports of the Surveyor General of Minnesota, 1881-1904 
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Sources for Annual Reports 
 

Date Document Congress Serial Set 
Volume No. 

Aug. 29, 1881 H.Exec.Doc. 1 47th Congress 1st Session 2017 
Aug. 29, 1882 H.Exec.Doc. 1 47th Congress 2nd Session 2099 
July 28, 1883 H.Exec.Doc. 1 48th Congress 1st Session 2190 
July 26, 1884 H.Exec.Doc. 1 48th Congress 2nd Session 2286 
July 23, 1885 H.Exec.Doc. 1 49th Congress 1st Session 2378 
July 22, 1886 H.Exec.Doc. 1 49th Congress 2nd Session 2468 
July 26, 1887 H.Exec.Doc. 1 50th Congress 1st Session 2541 
July 24, 1888 H.Exec.Doc. 1 50th Congress 2nd Session 2636 
July 27, 1889 H.Exec.Doc. 1 51st Congress 1st Session 2724 
July 11, 1890 H.Exec.Doc. 1 51st Congress 2nd Session 2840 
July 31, 1891 H.Exec.Doc. 1 52nd Congress 1st Session 2933 
July 1, 1892 H.Exec.Doc. 1 52nd Congress 2nd Session 3087 

July 24, 1893 H.Exec.Doc. 1 53rd Congress 2nd Session 3209 
July 10, 1894 H.Exec.Doc. 1 53rd Congress 3rd Session 3305 
July 11, 1895 H.Doc. 5 54th Congress 1st Session 3381 
July 1, 1896 H.Doc. 5 54th Congress 2nd Session 3488 
July 7, 1897 H.Doc. 5 55th Congress 2ndSession 3640 
July 8, 1898 H.Doc. 5 55th Congress 3rd Session 3756 
July 10, 1899 H.Doc. 5 56th Congress 1st Session 3914 
July 6, 1900 H.Doc. 5 56th Congress 2nd Session 4100 
July 6, 1901 H.Doc. 5 57th Congress 1st Session 4289 
July 8, 1902 H.Doc. 5 57th Congress 2nd Session 4457 
July 8, 1903 H.Doc. 5 58th Congress 2nd Session 4644 
July 7, 1904 H.Doc. 5 58th Congress 3rd Session 4797 

 
 
After 1904, the reports are not included in the annual report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. 
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